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Art of surrender  

 

1. What is meant by surrender as per Advaita? 

In Advaita Vedānta, surrender has a deeper meaning than simply saying, “God, I give 

everything to You.” It ultimately means releasing the mistaken identification that “I am the 

independent doer and controller.” 

 

1. Surrender at the empirical level 

At the vyāvahārika level, surrender means: 

“I will perform my dharma sincerely, but I will not insist that reality must produce the 

result according to my personal preference.” 

You act, make decisions, pray, practice, and respond to circumstances—but you surrender the 

fruits and outcomes to Īśvara. 

For example: 

“I will do what is appropriate regarding my work, relationships, body, or spiritual practice. The 

result is not entirely in my hands. I accept whatever arises as Īśvara's order.” 

This is closely related to karma-yoga. 

 

2. Surrender is not passivity 

Advaita surrender does not mean: 

“Nothing matters, so I should do nothing.” 

Rather: 

Right understanding → appropriate action → surrender of the result. 

You still use discrimination, effort, intelligence and responsibility. 

The surrender is of the claim of control, not of responsible action. 

 

3. The deeper surrender: surrender of the doer 

Advaita goes further. 

Initially we say: 

“I am doing everything, but I surrender the results to God.” 

With deeper understanding, this becomes: 
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“The body, senses and mind function within Īśvara's order. I am the Awareness in whose 

presence all of this is known.” 

Then surrender is no longer merely an act performed by the ego. 

The ego itself is being investigated. 

You begin asking: 

“Who is this ‘I’ who claims to be the independent doer?” 

When the assumed individual doer is examined, it is understood that the Ātman was never 

actually the doer. 

 

4. The ultimate surrender 

This is the most important Advaitic point. 

Ultimately, surrender means: 

Not surrendering the Self to something else, but surrendering the false idea that the Self 

is a separate individual. 

Ātman cannot really surrender to Brahman because Ātman is Brahman. 

There are not two independent realities: 

“I” → surrender → “God.” 

At the highest standpoint: 

Ātman = Brahman. 

Therefore, the final surrender is the dissolution of the separate-I notion. 

 

5. How this fits your earlier distinction 

You have been distinguishing between vyāvahārika and pāramārthika levels. Surrender can 

be understood beautifully through exactly that framework: 

Level Meaning of surrender 

Vyāvahārika “I act sincerely and surrender the results to Īśvara.” 

Deeper sādhana “I release my demand to control how life must unfold.” 

Self-inquiry “Who is this individual doer?” 

Pāramārthika “The Self was never the doer; I am Brahman.” 

So there is an apparent progression: 
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Surrender the results → surrender the demand for control → investigate the doer → 

discover that the Self was never the doer. 

 

6. What does surrender feel like in practice? 

Suppose something unexpected happens. 

Instead of immediately thinking: 

“Why is this happening to me? I must somehow force reality to change.” 

You can remain quietly aware: 

“This is what is appearing now. I will respond appropriately, but I do not need to 

psychologically fight the fact that it is appearing.” 

Then act where action is appropriate. 

After acting: 

“The result belongs to Īśvara's order. I remain as Awareness.” 

And even if the desired result does not occur: 

“The appearance has changed; Awareness has not.” 

That is a very mature form of surrender. 

 

7. The deepest formulation 

You could summarize Advaitic surrender as: 

“I surrender my claim to be the independent controller, doer, and experiencer. I allow the 

empirical body-mind to function according to Īśvara's order, while recognizing that my 

essential nature as Awareness is ever untouched.” 

And ultimately: 

“Nothing has to be surrendered by the Self, because the Self was never bound.” 

This last point is crucial. Advaita does not ultimately ask you to surrender your true Self. It 

asks you to surrender the mistaken identification with the limited self. 

So surrender and Self-knowledge are not two unrelated paths. At the beginning, surrender 

purifies and quiets the ego; at the culmination, knowledge reveals that the ego never had 

independent reality apart from the Self. 

 

2. Even if they seem like distinct paths and endeavors at first, is it true that Moksha is 

ultimately reached only through the gateway of total surrender? 

Yes—with an important Advaita qualification. 
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If by “total surrender” you mean the complete relinquishment of the false sense of being a 

separate, independent doer and controller, then it is fair to say: 

Mokṣa ultimately requires the complete surrender of the egoic identification. 

But it would be misleading to say that Advaita teaches that everyone must first perform a 

particular devotional act called “total surrender” and only then can Mokṣa occur. 

 

The deeper relationship 

At first, the paths can look different: 

• Bhakti: “I surrender myself completely to Īśvara.”  

• Karma Yoga: “I surrender the fruits of action to Īśvara.”  

• Dhyāna: “I surrender distractions and remain inwardly quiet.”  

• Self-inquiry: “I surrender the false ‘I’ by investigating who the doer really is.”  

• Jñāna: “I recognize that the true Self was never the doer or experiencer.”  

But they can converge at the same point: 

The independent egoic claim disappears. 

 

This makes “total surrender” deeper than devotion 

Suppose someone says: 

“I surrender everything to God, but I still believe that I, as an independent individual, ultimately 

control my destiny.” 

That is not yet complete surrender. 

Conversely, someone practicing Self-inquiry may never repeatedly say “I surrender,” yet 

through inquiry discovers: 

“The ‘I’ that I thought was independently acting is itself an appearance in Awareness.” 

That discovery is itself the deepest surrender. 

So: 

Bhakti: 

“I belong entirely to Īśvara.” 

Jñāna: 

“The separate ‘I’ that could belong to Īśvara was never ultimately separate from Brahman.” 

These are different expressions of the same culmination. 
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The subtle Advaitic point 

There is an even deeper paradox: 

Who is surrendering to whom? 

At the empirical level: 

Jīva → surrenders → Īśvara. 

At the absolute level: 

Jīva = Īśvara = Brahman. 

Therefore, from the pāramārthika standpoint, there was never actually a second entity that could 

surrender itself to Brahman. 

 

This is why one can say: 

Surrender is the gateway to Mokṣa from the standpoint of the seeker, but in the final 

knowledge, one discovers that the Self was never bound and therefore never actually 

needed liberation. 

Your formulation could therefore be refined to: 

“Although the spiritual paths may initially appear distinct, they ultimately converge in the 

complete relinquishment of separate-I identification. In Bhakti this is experienced as total 

surrender to Īśvara; in Karma Yoga as surrender of doership and results; and in Jñāna as 

the recognition that the Self was never the independent doer. Thus, total surrender may 

be regarded as the gateway through which the seeker becomes free of the egoic claim of 

separateness—while Advaita ultimately reveals that the ever-free Self was never bound 

in the first place.” 

That is, I think, more precisely Advaitic than simply saying “Moksha is reached only through 

surrender.” 

 

3. Can all the problems we face be resolved through the spiritual methods or techniques 

we use? What are methods, and what is their purpose? 

From an Advaita perspective, the answer requires an important distinction between solving a 

particular problem and becoming free from the fundamental problem of misidentification. 

 

1. Can spiritual methods resolve all our problems? 

No—not necessarily at the empirical level. 

The body can become ill, relationships can change, money can be lost, plans can fail, and 

circumstances can unfold in ways that no spiritual technique can guarantee to prevent. 
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Spiritual practices can certainly influence the empirical situation. Prayer, meditation, self-

discipline, discrimination, devotion, appropriate action, and other practices may help us: 

• change our behavior,  

• regulate the mind,  

• reduce unnecessary suffering,  

• develop clarity,  

• respond intelligently,  

• cultivate healthier tendencies,  

• and sometimes change particular circumstances.  

But no technique should be treated as a guaranteed mechanism for controlling the entire 

empirical world. 

 

2. Then what exactly is a “method”? 

A method (sādhana) is an intentional means used by the seeker to address a particular 

limitation. 

For example: 

Method Primary purpose 

Karma Yoga Reduce attachment to results and purify the mind 

Bhakti / prayer Develop devotion and surrender 

Meditation Develop steadiness and one-pointedness 

Prāṇāyāma Regulate and refine the physiological/mental system 

Self-inquiry Investigate the nature of the individual “I” 

Śravaṇa–manana–nididhyāsana Remove ignorance through knowledge and assimilation 

Discrimination (viveka) Distinguish the Self from what is not-Self 

Thus, a method is a means, not the final reality. 

 

3. What is the ultimate purpose of these methods? 

This is where Advaita becomes particularly subtle. 

The fundamental problem is not ultimately: 

“My circumstances are imperfect.” 
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Nor is it: 

“My body is imperfect.” 

The fundamental problem is: 

“I mistake myself, the limitless Ātman, for a limited body-mind individual.” 

From that mistaken identification arise: 

“I am the doer.” 

“I am the experiencer.” 

“This happened to me.” 

“I am incomplete.” 

“I need something outside myself to become whole.” 

Spiritual methods are therefore ultimately intended to remove ignorance and loosen this 

identification. 

 

4. A crucial distinction: changing the appearance vs changing our relationship to it 

Suppose there is fear. 

A particular technique might reduce the fear. 

That can be useful. 

But Advaita asks a deeper question: 

Who is the one who is afraid? 

If the fear disappears, another emotion may later arise. 

If the circumstance changes, another circumstance eventually appears. 

Therefore, merely manipulating individual experiences cannot provide permanent freedom. 

The deeper discovery is: 

Fear is an appearance known by me. 

The body is an appearance known by me. 

Thoughts are appearances known by me. 

Pleasure and pain are appearances known by me. 

None of these define the Awareness in which they appear. 

This is moving from problem-solving toward Self-knowledge. 

 

5. Therefore, methods are provisional 

This is extremely important. 

You don't ultimately need a method to produce the Self. 
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Why? 

Because the Self is already present. 

A method cannot manufacture Awareness. 

It can only remove an obstruction to recognizing what is already true. 

A useful analogy is: 

A method is like cleaning a mirror. It does not create your face; it merely removes what 

prevents the reflection from being clearly seen. 

Similarly: 

Sādhana → purifies/steadies the mind → reduces identification → prepares for 

knowledge → knowledge reveals the ever-present Self. 

 

6. This also prevents spiritual bypassing 

It would be problematic to say: 

“Everything is Brahman, therefore I don't need to address any practical problem.” 

Advaita does not require that. 

At the empirical level: 

If the body is sick → seek appropriate care. 

If money is needed → take appropriate action. 

If a relationship needs repair → communicate appropriately. 

If a skill is lacking → learn it. 

At the same time: 

“None of these circumstances determine what I fundamentally am.” 

This allows action without existential dependence on the outcome. 

 

7. The deepest purpose of a method 

You could express the entire progression like this: 

Problem → method → purification → clarity → inquiry → knowledge → freedom from 

misidentification. 

And eventually: 

The method has fulfilled its purpose when you no longer mistake the method for the 

destination. 

Even the thought: 

“I must practice this technique in order to become complete” 
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can eventually be released. 

Because the Advaitic discovery is: 

I was never incomplete. 

 

So the answer can be summarized as: 

Spiritual methods are not universal mechanisms for controlling or eliminating every 

empirical problem. They are means for transforming the mind, cultivating clarity, 

surrendering attachment, and ultimately removing ignorance about the Self. Some 

methods may help resolve particular problems at the relative level, but their highest 

purpose is not to perfect the changing world; it is to reveal that the changeless Self was 

never bound by the changing world in the first place. 

And this connects directly with your previous question about total surrender: 

Surrender is not ultimately a technique for making life obey the individual. 

Rather: 

“I will use whatever means are appropriate in the empirical world, but I surrender the 

demand that my happiness, completeness, or identity depend upon the outcome.” 

That is where sādhana gradually becomes freedom. 

 

4. Does surrender require practices or methods? Is it possible for everyone to truly 

surrender? 

Yes—but again, Advaita makes a subtle distinction between surrender as a practice and 

surrender as the culmination of understanding. 

 

1. Does surrender require a method? 

Initially, it can. Ultimately, it need not. 

For an unprepared mind, surrender may need to be cultivated deliberately: 

“Whatever comes, I offer it to Īśvara.” 

“I will do what is appropriate and leave the result to Īśvara.” 

“Let my personal preference not override what is dharmic.” 

These are surrender practices. They gradually weaken attachment, resistance, anxiety and 

the sense of personal control. 

Bhakti, prayer, karma-yoga, meditation and contemplation can therefore serve as means for 

developing surrender. 

But surrender itself is not a mechanical technique. 
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2. Why can't surrender be forced? 

Consider the statement: 

“I am going to force myself to surrender completely.” 

There is already an individual “I” trying to accomplish surrender. 

So the ego can actually turn surrender into another achievement: 

“I have surrendered more than others.” 

“I must surrender perfectly.” 

“Why hasn't God given me what I asked for after I surrendered?” 

That is still the ego operating. 

True surrender involves gradually releasing precisely this demand for personal control and 

ownership. 

 

3. Then how does practice help? 

Practice doesn't manufacture surrender. 

It prepares the mind so that surrender becomes natural. 

For example: 

Karma Yoga teaches: 

“I can act without demanding a particular result.” 

Bhakti teaches: 

“I can trust Īśvara even when I don't understand the outcome.” 

Meditation teaches: 

“I don't have to control every thought.” 

Self-inquiry asks: 

“Who is this individual who claims to be the controller?” 

Thus the practices progressively weaken the structure of: 

“I am an independent person controlling my life.” 

 

4. Can everyone truly surrender? 

Yes, in principle—but not necessarily immediately or in the same way. 

Every person has the capacity to recognize the truth because the Self is already present as 

one's own Awareness. 
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But the capacity of the mind to remain in surrender may differ according to its conditioning. 

One person's mind may naturally trust and surrender. 

Another may require years of karma-yoga, devotion, meditation or inquiry. 

Another may undergo a profound life event that suddenly causes control to collapse. 

Therefore, we shouldn't make surrender into another performance standard. 

 

5. There is also a beautiful Advaitic paradox 

At the beginning: 

“I surrender myself to Īśvara.” 

Later: 

“I surrender my actions and their results to Īśvara.” 

Still deeper: 

“I surrender my claim to be the independent doer.” 

And finally, through Self-knowledge: 

“The Self was never an individual doer who needed to surrender.” 

This is why total surrender and Self-knowledge ultimately meet. 

 

6. Can surrender happen without any formal spiritual practice? 

Yes. 

Someone may spontaneously experience: 

“I don't know what will happen. I don't need to control it. Let reality unfold; I will respond 

appropriately.” 

That can be genuine surrender even without a formal meditation or prayer practice. 

Conversely, someone can perform elaborate spiritual practices while remaining deeply attached 

to: 

“I must get the result I want.” 

So the presence of a technique doesn't prove surrender, and the absence of a technique 

doesn't prevent surrender. 

 

7. The deepest form of surrender 

From the Advaitic standpoint, the most complete surrender is not: 
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“I give my limited self to a greater Self.” 

It is: 

“I release the mistaken belief that I am a separate, independent self.” 

Then the distinction between: 

“me” → “surrendering” → “God” 

eventually resolves in: 

Ātman = Brahman. 

 

So a concise formulation would be: 

Surrender may begin as a practice, mature as an attitude of trust, deepen as the 

relinquishment of doership and control, and culminate in Self-knowledge, where the 

separate surrendering individual is understood never to have been ultimately separate 

from Brahman. 

In that sense, everyone can ultimately realize surrender—not because everyone must 

master a particular technique, but because the reality to which surrender points is 

already one's own Self. 

 

5. What is the role of effort? How should we reduce the ego? 

In Advaita, effort is necessary—but its purpose is often misunderstood. 

The key is: 

Effort is required to remove ignorance and prepare the mind; effort is not required to 

manufacture the Self. 

 

1. Why is effort necessary? 

If the Self is already free, one might ask: 

“Then why should I do anything?” 

Because although the Self is ever free, the mind is conditioned by habitual identification. 

For example, the intellect may understand: 

“I am Formless Awareness.” 

Yet when criticism comes, the immediate reaction may be: 

“He insulted me.” 

The knowledge has not yet become sufficiently assimilated. 
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Therefore effort is used for: 

• cultivating discrimination (viveka),  

• reducing attachment and aversion,  

• performing one's duties appropriately,  

• developing concentration,  

• practicing surrender,  

• examining the ego,  

• and repeatedly recognizing the distinction between the Self and the changing body-mind.  

 

2. What does “reducing the ego” actually mean? 

This is very important. 

Advaita does not mean that you should destroy your personality or stop using the word “I.” 

The functional ego—ahaṅkāra—is needed for ordinary life: 

“I need to eat.” 

“I have to go to work.” 

“I will speak to this person.” 

The problem is not the functional “I.” 

The problem is the false conclusion: 

“I am this limited individual, independently existing and independently controlling 

everything.” 

So rather than trying to kill the ego, Advaita asks you to understand its true status. 

 

3. How should you reduce the ego? 

Not by fighting it. 

Because: 

“I must destroy my ego” 

can itself become an ego project. 

Instead, observe it. 

When something happens, notice the movement: 

“I want this.” 

“I don't want that.” 

“They should treat me differently.” 
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“I must control the outcome.” 

“I need recognition.” 

“Why did this happen to me?” 

Then pause. 

Ask: 

“Who is this ‘I’?” 

Don't answer intellectually. 

Simply observe. 

There is a thought saying “I.” 

There are sensations. 

There are emotions. 

There are memories. 

There are intentions. 

And all of them are known. 

Then ask: 

“What is it that knows all of this?” 

You are moving attention from the ego-object toward the Awareness in which the ego 

appears. 

 

4. Effort should therefore become increasingly subtle 

There can be a progression: 

Gross effort 

“I must control myself.” 

↓ 

Refined effort 

“I will respond rather than react.” 

↓ 

Still subtler effort 

“I will surrender the result.” 

↓ 

Self-inquiry 
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“Who is the doer?” 

↓ 

Understanding 

“The doership belongs to the body-mind within the empirical order; Awareness itself is not a 

doer.” 

↓ 

Natural abidance 

“I remain as Awareness, without needing to manufacture anything.” 

At the end, effort becomes effortless. 

 

5. Effort and surrender are therefore not opposites 

This connects directly with your previous questions. 

You make effort to: 

• discriminate,  

• inquire,  

• practice,  

• purify,  

• surrender,  

• and respond appropriately.  

But you surrender the result of that effort. 

So: 

Effort belongs to the seeker; surrender releases the seeker's claim over the result. 

For example: 

“I will practice Self-inquiry sincerely. Whether realization appears according to my timetable is 

not under my control.” 

This prevents spiritual practice from becoming another egoic achievement. 

 

6. The ultimate purpose of effort 

The beautiful paradox is: 

You use effort to discover that you do not need effort to be what you already are. 

You don't make yourself Awareness. 
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You don't create Brahman. 

You don't manufacture freedom. 

You remove the misunderstanding that you are not already free. 

Like removing clouds from the sky: 

The practice doesn't create the sky. It only allows the sky to be recognized. 

 

A practical formula 

When ego arises: 

1. Notice 

“An egoic reaction is appearing.” 

2. Don't fight it 

“Let it be seen.” 

3. Inquire 

“Who is the ‘I’ claiming ownership of this?” 

4. Discriminate 

“This thought, emotion and sensation are known by me; therefore they are objects of 

awareness.” 

5. Relax 

“I don't need to eliminate the appearance.” 

6. Surrender 

“I release my demand to control the outcome.” 

7. Remain 

“I am the Awareness in which this entire experience appears.” 

Then continue whatever practical action is appropriate. 

This is a very important point: reducing ego does not mean becoming inactive or passive. It 

means allowing action to continue while progressively dropping the psychological claim: 

“I am an independent doer, controller, and owner of everything that happens.” 

That is how effort gradually transforms into surrender, and surrender matures into 

effortless Self-abidance. 

 

6. Initially, when you try something on your own and fail to achieve it, you become 

discouraged and feel distressed that you are good for nothing. Then, you reluctantly 

surrender the problem and its associated beliefs to the Divine. Yet, doing so brings you 

results. Later on, when you make a willing effort at the mental level to solve a problem 
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and still see no results, you willingly offer both the problem and yourself to the Divine, 

resting in ease and profound peace. 

Yes. What you have described is a very meaningful progression in surrender, and it fits well 

with the Advaitic distinction between forced surrender, willing surrender, and effortless 

surrender. 

However, I would make one important refinement: the fact that a result occurs after 

surrender does not mean surrender is a technique for producing the desired result. Its 

deeper purpose is freedom from dependence on the result. 

The progression can be understood like this: 

 

1. First stage — reluctant surrender 

Initially, the ego says: 

“I will solve this myself.” 

It tries repeatedly, fails, becomes frustrated, and concludes: 

“I am incapable. Something is wrong with me.” 

Eventually, exhaustion causes: 

“I cannot do this anymore. I leave it to the Divine.” 

This is still surrender, but it is born from the collapse of personal control. 

Sometimes the situation then changes, and the person thinks: 

“My surrender produced the result.” 

That may strengthen faith, but it can also create a subtle new ego: 

“If I surrender correctly, God will give me what I want.” 

That is still conditional surrender. 

 

2. Second stage — willing surrender 

With maturity, you no longer have to reach the point of desperation. 

You make an appropriate effort: 

“Let me think clearly. Let me act. Let me use whatever means are available.” 

If the desired result does not come, you don't interpret it as: 

“I am useless.” 

Instead: 

“I have done what I can. The outcome is not entirely mine to control.” 
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Then you consciously offer: 

the problem + the desired outcome + the anxiety about the outcome 

to Īśvara. 

This is much more mature surrender. 

 

3. Third stage — surrender of the seeker himself 

This is the deeper point in your passage. 

Initially: 

“I surrender my problem.” 

Then: 

“I surrender my problem and its outcome.” 

Then: 

“I surrender my need to control.” 

And finally: 

“I surrender the very sense that I am an independent individual who must make life work 

according to my will.” 

At that point, surrender becomes very close to Self-abidance. 

You are no longer sitting peacefully because: 

“God will definitely solve my problem.” 

You are peaceful because: 

“Whatever happens at the level of experience, I am not fundamentally threatened by it. I 

remain as the Awareness in which the experience appears.” 

That distinction is crucial. 

 

4. Therefore, “resting in peace” is not giving up 

There is a subtle difference between: 

Helpless resignation 

“Nothing can be done. I give up.” 

and 

Advaitic surrender 
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“I have done what is appropriate. I release the demand for a particular outcome. I remain 

inwardly available, peaceful and aware.” 

The second does not prevent further action. 

If a new insight arises, you act. 

If another practical solution appears, you use it. 

If circumstances change, you respond. 

But you are no longer psychologically dependent upon forcing the universe to produce a 

particular result. 

 

5. Your progression can therefore be expressed very beautifully 

Forced surrender: 

“I tried everything and failed. I have no choice but to surrender.” 

Willing surrender: 

“I will make an appropriate effort, but I do not need to control the outcome.” 

Deeper surrender: 

“I offer the problem, the desired result, my fears, and my sense of doership to the Divine.” 

Complete surrender: 

“I rest as Awareness. Whatever arises in the empirical field, I respond appropriately without 

abandoning my inner wholeness.” 

And this connects directly with your earlier question about effort: 

At first, effort is used to change the situation. 

Later, effort is used to change one's relationship with the situation. 

Finally, even the effort to control one's inner state is relaxed, and one rests as the ever-

present Self. 

That is a very Advaitic maturation of surrender. 

The final shift is especially important: 

“I surrender so that the problem will disappear” 

becomes 

“I surrender because I no longer need the disappearance of the problem to be inwardly 

free.” 

Paradoxically, from that freedom, appropriate action and sometimes even unexpected 

solutions can arise naturally. But the peace is no longer dependent upon those solutions. 

 

7. In fact, you begin to look forward to the moment of surrender. This is because only in 

such restful peace does your loneliness vanish, your longing to merge with the Divine 
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become possible, and supreme bliss is attained. In other words, you partake only of as 

much food and engage in only as much action as is necessary to remain at ease within 

the body, mind, and heart—across everything known. Only in such profound rest do you 

become one with the Supreme Being, your permanent partner. 

Yes. This passage describes a deeper stage of surrender, but from an Advaita standpoint I 

would refine a few phrases so that it does not accidentally turn surrender into another technique 

for attaining a special experience. 

The central insight is very valuable: 

Eventually, surrender is no longer something you reluctantly do when life becomes 

unbearable. You begin to value the surrender itself because it releases the burden of 

trying to control experience. 

 

1. “Looking forward to surrender” 

Initially: 

“I surrender because I cannot solve the problem.” 

Later: 

“I surrender because I want the problem to be solved by the Divine.” 

Still deeper: 

“I surrender because, in surrender, the burden of being an independent doer 

disappears.” 

This is a major transformation. 

Surrender becomes rest, rather than defeat. 

 

2. “Loneliness vanishes” 

This needs a subtle Advaitic interpretation. 

At the empirical level, one may experience loneliness because the mind feels: 

“I am a separate individual, alone in a vast world.” 

When the sense of separateness relaxes, there can be a profound feeling of intimacy with 

existence. 

But Advaita would say that the deepest resolution is not that an isolated individual finally finds a 

second entity called God. 

Rather: 

The sense of absolute separateness itself is investigated and understood to be mistaken. 

The apparent individual and Īśvara are not ultimately two independent realities. 
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Thus the movement is: 

“I am alone.” 

→ “I surrender myself to the Divine.” 

→ “I am held by the Divine.” 

→ “The separate ‘I’ itself is not ultimately separate from Brahman.” 

 

3. “Longing to merge with the Divine” 

This is beautiful from the devotional standpoint. 

The devotee feels: 

“I want to merge into the Divine.” 

But Advaita makes an important correction: 

Brahman is not something into which the Self physically or spatially merges. 

Why? 

Because the Self is already Brahman. 

So “merging” ultimately means: 

The dissolution of the mistaken belief that I am separate. 

It is more like recognizing that the wave was never separate from the ocean than the wave 

physically travelling somewhere to merge with it. 

 

4. “Supreme bliss is attained” 

Again, there are two levels. 

At the experiential level, profound surrender may bring: 

• peace,  

• joy,  

• devotion,  

• spaciousness,  

• freedom from anxiety,  

• and even profound bliss.  

But Advaita would caution against making ānanda an experience to be acquired. 

Experiences arise and disappear. 

The deeper teaching is: 
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Ānanda is not merely a temporary blissful state. It points to the fullness of the Self, which 

is not dependent upon a particular mental condition. 

Therefore: 

Don't surrender in order to manufacture bliss. 

Rather: 

Surrender the resistance that prevents you from recognizing the peace that does not 

depend upon circumstances. 

 

5. “Only as much food and action as necessary” 

This is perhaps the part that needs the greatest clarification. 

It should not mean: 

“Eat as little as possible and minimize all activity in order to become spiritual.” 

Advaita does not require neglect of the body or withdrawal from ordinary responsibilities. 

A better interpretation is: 

Use the body, mind and senses appropriately, without turning them into instruments for 

endless psychological seeking. 

Eat enough to nourish the body. 

Rest enough. 

Work appropriately. 

Care for relationships. 

Perform dharma. 

Practice when appropriate. 

But don't continually use activity to escape inner discomfort or to manufacture a sense of 

completeness. 

In that sense: 

Action becomes functional rather than compulsive. 

 

6. “Across everything known” 

This connects beautifully with your earlier discussions. 

Everything known—body, thoughts, emotions, perceptions, relationships, successes, failures, 

pleasure, pain—is part of the known. 

And the question becomes: 

http://www.darmam.com/


  
 

Art of surrender                                                      www.darmam.com                                                         Page 23 
 

“What is it that knows all of this?” 

Instead of constantly trying to rearrange everything that is known, one rests as the knowing 

Awareness. 

This is where surrender and Self-inquiry meet. 

 

The deepest formulation 

I would therefore refine your entire passage into this Advaitic progression: 

At first, surrender may arise from exhaustion: “I cannot solve this; I leave it to the 

Divine.” 

With maturity, surrender becomes willing: “I will do what is appropriate, but I release my 

demand to control the result.” 

With deeper understanding, surrender becomes restful: “I no longer need to carry the 

burden of being an independent doer.” 

In that quietness, the sense of separation may soften, devotion may deepen, and 

profound peace may become evident. Yet the final Advaitic insight is even deeper: the 

Self does not actually merge into Brahman, because it was never separate from 

Brahman. 

Thus, the purpose of surrender is not to create a new spiritual state, but to release the 

resistance, attachment, and false doership that obscure the ever-present fullness of the 

Self. 

 

So your final sentence: 

“Only in such profound rest do you become one with the Supreme Being, your 

permanent partner.” 

—is very beautiful as devotional language. 

For strict Advaita, I would change it slightly to: 

“In such profound rest, the sense of separateness becomes quiet, and one recognizes 

that the Self was never separate from the Supreme Reality.” 

That preserves the devotional intimacy of surrender while also preserving the non-dual 

conclusion of Advaita. 

 

8. Only after having tried everything your mind dictates are you able to surrender. It is 

when you reach a point of complete exhaustion where you can do nothing more, when all 

roads seem closed, that the mind lets go of everything and rests. Only then can you 

surrender to the Self, abiding in peace, ease, and stillness, and only then will the fruition 

come to you. 
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Yes. This passage captures an important psychological movement toward surrender, but 

from a strict Advaita perspective, I would refine one point: complete exhaustion is not a 

prerequisite for surrender. 

It describes one powerful way surrender often happens, but it is not the only way. 

 

1. “Trying everything the mind dictates” 

Initially, the mind says: 

“I can solve this if I think harder.” 

“I need another strategy.” 

“Perhaps I should control this circumstance.” 

“I must make this happen.” 

So the individual repeatedly acts from doership. 

This is not necessarily wrong. Appropriate effort is part of life. 

But eventually one discovers a fundamental limitation: 

No finite individual can control all the factors that determine an outcome. 

There are innumerable causes, conditions, other people, circumstances, and variables 

operating within the empirical order. 

 

2. Exhaustion can expose the limits of doership 

When every strategy has been exhausted, something interesting can happen. 

The mind finally says: 

“There is nothing more I can do.” 

The compulsive movement toward another solution stops. 

For a moment, the mind becomes quiet. 

And that quietness can feel like: 

release → stillness → relief → surrender. 

This is why difficult circumstances can sometimes become unexpectedly powerful spiritual 

turning points. 

But the important point is: 

The exhaustion itself does not produce liberation. It merely removes, temporarily or 

partially, the mind's insistence on control. 

 

3. We should not deliberately seek exhaustion 
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This distinction is important. 

The passage could be misunderstood as: 

“I must try everything, become completely exhausted, and only then can I surrender.” 

That is unnecessary. 

You can recognize the limitation of personal control before exhausting yourself. 

For example: 

“I have considered what is reasonably possible. I will take appropriate action, but I recognize 

that the outcome depends on factors beyond my control. I surrender the rest.” 

That is actually a more mature surrender. 

So: 

Forced exhaustion → surrender 

can become: 

Understanding → surrender. 

 

4. “The mind lets go of everything” 

This is the heart of the passage. 

What is actually being released? 

Not necessarily the problem itself. 

Not necessarily action. 

What is released is: 

the mental insistence that “I must make this work.” 

The mind stops projecting possible futures. 

It stops replaying past failures. 

It stops demanding a particular outcome. 

It rests. 

And then there is simply: 

“What is here now?” 

This is very close to the Self-inquiry orientation you have been exploring. 

 

5. “Surrender to the Self” 

This is where the passage becomes particularly Advaitic. 
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At the devotional level, one may say: 

“I surrender to God.” 

At the deeper level: 

“I surrender to the Self.” 

But ultimately, Advaita asks: 

Who is surrendering, and to whom? 

The apparent individual says: 

“I surrender to the Self.” 

But the Self is not another object somewhere else. 

The Self is the very Awareness in whose presence: 

• the problem is known,  

• exhaustion is known,  

• surrender is known,  

• peace is known,  

• thoughts are known.  

Therefore, the deepest surrender is not travelling from the individual to some distant Self. 

It is: 

the cessation of mistaking the limited mind-body identity for what I fundamentally am. 

 

6. “Only then will fruition come” 

Here I would make the strongest correction. 

If “fruition” means: 

“The desired external result will definitely appear once I surrender,” 

then that is not a reliable Advaitic principle. 

Surrender does not give the individual guaranteed control over empirical outcomes. 

But if “fruition” means: 

peace, freedom from compulsive doership, clarity, and eventually Self-knowledge, 

then the statement is much closer to Advaita. 

And sometimes an external result may indeed follow surrender—but that result should be 

regarded as part of Īśvara's order, not as proof that surrender is a technique for manipulating 

reality. 
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The whole process can therefore be understood as: 

Mind says: 

“I must solve this.” 

↓ 

Effort: 

“Let me do everything reasonably possible.” 

↓ 

Recognition: 

“The outcome is not completely within my control.” 

↓ 

Surrender: 

“I release my demand to control it.” 

↓ 

Rest: 

“Nothing needs to be mentally forced right now.” 

↓ 

Self-inquiry: 

“Who is the one who was carrying this burden?” 

↓ 

Recognition: 

“The changing problem belongs to the empirical field; Awareness itself has remained 

untouched.” 

↓ 

Natural peace: 

“I remain as I am.” 

That is the deeper Advaitic meaning of the passage. 

 

One sentence captures the transformation: 
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At first, surrender happens because you have exhausted your ability to control life; with 

wisdom, surrender happens because you have understood that you were never the 

independent controller in the first place. 

That is the movement from exhaustion-based surrender to knowledge-based surrender—

and ultimately to effortless abidance in the Self. 

 

9. Having learned through experience that effort does not yield results, if you make no 

attempt at all when a new problem arises and merely believe you have submitted to the 

Divine, you may not see any results, because the forms of ego associated with it have 

not yet dissolved. 

Yes. This passage introduces a very important correction to the idea of surrender. 

It is saying that surrender is not the same as giving up effort. 

 

1. “I tried before and it didn't work, so now I won't do anything” 

This can look like surrender: 

“I leave everything to the Divine.” 

But internally there may still be: 

“I want this result.” 

“I am afraid it won't happen.” 

“Why hasn't God solved it?” 

“I must get this outcome.” 

So the outer action has stopped, but the inner ego has not surrendered. 

That is why merely doing nothing is not necessarily surrender. 

 

2. The ego can hide inside “surrender” 

This is a subtle trap. 

The ego can change its strategy from: 

“I will make it happen.” 

to: 

“I will not do anything and God must make it happen.” 

The first says: 

“I am the controller.” 

The second can secretly say: 
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“I am still the one entitled to a particular outcome, but now God is responsible for 

producing it.” 

Neither is complete surrender. 

 

3. What are the “forms of ego” that need to dissolve? 

In an Advaitic framework, they include tendencies such as: 

• Doership: “I must make this happen.”  

• Control: “Reality must conform to my plan.”  

• Attachment: “I must get this particular result.”  

• Fear: “If this doesn't happen, I am in danger.”  

• Self-judgment: “If I fail, I am worthless.”  

• Entitlement: “Because I surrendered, God must give me this.”  

• Resistance: “This situation should not be happening.”  

Surrender does not merely remove physical effort. 

It removes the psychological ownership surrounding effort and outcome. 

 

4. So what should you actually do when a new problem arises? 

A very balanced Advaitic approach is: 

First: Respond 

Ask: 

“What is appropriate for me to do now?” 

Use your intelligence. 

Take reasonable action. 

Seek help if necessary. 

Learn. 

Communicate. 

Pray. 

Work. 

Do whatever the situation genuinely calls for. 

Then: Release 

After doing what is appropriate: 
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“I release my insistence on the result.” 

You don't keep mentally manipulating the situation. 

Then: Rest 

“The outcome is not entirely in my hands. I surrender it to Īśvara.” 

Remain quiet. 

Then: Observe the ego 

If anxiety returns: 

“I must make this happen.” 

Don't fight it. 

See it. 

Ask: 

“Who is this ‘I’ that believes it must control the outcome?” 

That turns surrender into Self-inquiry. 

 

5. Therefore, effort and surrender work together 

This is perhaps the clearest formulation: 

Effort without surrender becomes doership. 

Surrender without appropriate effort can become passivity or avoidance. 

Effort with surrender becomes Karma Yoga. 

You act fully without psychologically claiming ownership of the result. 

 

6. And there is a deeper progression 

Your previous passages can now be connected into one sequence: 

Stage 1 — Egoic effort 

“I will make it happen.” 

↓ 

Stage 2 — Failure and exhaustion 

“I cannot control everything.” 

↓ 

Stage 3 — Reluctant surrender 
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“I have no choice; I leave it to God.” 

↓ 

Stage 4 — Misunderstood surrender 

“Next time I won't even try. God should do it.” 

↓ 

Stage 5 — Mature surrender 

“I will do what is appropriate, but I surrender the outcome.” 

↓ 

Stage 6 — Deeper surrender 

“I surrender not only the outcome, but my claim to be the independent doer.” 

↓ 

Stage 7 — Advaitic recognition 

“The Self was never the doer in the first place.” 

That last transition is crucial. 

 

7. So the real question isn't “Should I make effort?” 

The better question is: 

“Can I make effort without making the effort into an expression of egoic control?” 

Yes. 

You can work intensely while remaining inwardly surrendered. 

You can make a decision while remaining surrendered. 

You can pursue a goal while remaining surrendered. 

You can even strongly desire an outcome while recognizing: 

“This desire is arising in the mind. I will act appropriately, but my fundamental peace 

does not depend upon its fulfillment.” 

That is much closer to Advaitic surrender than either compulsive effort or passive resignation. 

 

The essence 

Surrender does not mean abandoning action. It means abandoning the ego's claim that 

action and personal control are the source of one's completeness. 

Then effort belongs to the empirical person, while freedom belongs to the Self. 
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And the two can coexist: 

Act completely. 

Surrender completely. 

Rest completely. 

 

10. The purpose of all the various methods I suggest earlier is singular: for you to reach 

a state of rest. Inner transformation cannot happen through striving. Effort generates 

strain, and as long as there is effort, you cannot attain complete rest; effort itself 

becomes the obstacle here. If you engage in effort keeping these truths in mind, you will 

also gain the capacity to let it go. In other words, realize that the very purpose of making 

an effort is to naturally surrender that effort. I am not saying you should do nothing at all, 

because then you will simply remain as you were in the past. You must do something, for 

the mind compels you into action. You should continue your sadhana with the 

awareness that sheer effort alone cannot achieve what is sought. 

Yes. This passage expresses a deep and important principle of sādhanā, and it connects 

very closely with what we have been discussing about effort, surrender, ego, and rest. 

I would, however, make one Advaitic refinement: effort is not itself inherently an obstacle. 

Effort becomes an obstacle when the mind believes that more effort itself will manufacture 

realization. The purpose of appropriate effort is to prepare the mind and eventually make effort 

unnecessary. 

 

1. “The purpose of all methods is to reach rest” 

This does not mean merely physical relaxation. 

It means resting from psychological doership: 

“I must make myself complete.” 

“I must control what happens.” 

“I must force realization.” 

“I must manufacture the right state.” 

As long as this movement continues, the mind remains in a project of becoming. 

Sādhana gradually brings the mind to: 

“I have done what is appropriate. Nothing needs to be forced right now.” 

That is the beginning of genuine inner rest. 

 

2. “Inner transformation cannot happen through striving” 

This needs a subtle interpretation. 

If by transformation we mean purification of the mind, effort is certainly useful. 
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For example, effort may be required to: 

• cultivate discrimination,  

• regulate one's reactions,  

• practice meditation,  

• develop devotion,  

• perform one's duties,  

• investigate the ego,  

• and repeatedly return attention to the Self.  

But if by transformation we mean: 

“I will use enough effort to manufacture the Self or force enlightenment to happen,” 

then effort becomes counterproductive. 

Why? 

Because the Self is not something that can be produced. 

You are not going to become Awareness through sufficient effort. 

You are recognizing what is already the case. 

 

3. Effort can therefore become an obstacle 

Imagine someone trying desperately to relax. 

The more they think: 

“I must relax... I must relax... I must relax,” 

the more tension they create. 

Similarly: 

“I must attain peace.” 

can itself prevent peace. 

“I must surrender perfectly.” 

can become another form of control. 

“I must attain Self-realization.” 

can reinforce the very seeker-identity that feels incomplete. 

This is the paradox: 

The seeker can eventually become the obstacle to what the seeker is seeking. 
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4. But “effort is an obstacle” does NOT mean “do nothing” 

This is perhaps the most important sentence in the passage. 

If someone says: 

“Since effort is an obstacle, I will stop all practice.” 

the old conditioning simply continues. 

The mind remains governed by its existing tendencies. 

Therefore: 

Sādhanā continues—but with a different understanding of what sādhanā can accomplish. 

You practice without believing that practice itself is the ultimate cause of realization. 

 

5. This is the meaning of “effort with awareness” 

Instead of: 

Effort → result 

you adopt: 

Effort → purification → recognition of limitation of effort → surrender → rest. 

For example, during meditation, you may initially make effort: 

“Let me bring the mind back.” 

You do this repeatedly. 

Eventually you notice: 

“The attempt to control every thought is itself creating tension.” 

Then you relax. 

Thoughts arise. 

They are known. 

You don't have to fight them. 

And you discover: 

Awareness is already present without effort. 

That recognition is more important than achieving a perfectly thought-free state. 

 

6. The purpose of effort is therefore to become capable of letting effort go 
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This is perhaps the most beautiful sentence in your passage: 

“The very purpose of making an effort is to naturally surrender that effort.” 

Exactly. 

Initially: 

Effort is necessary. 

Then: 

Effort becomes refined. 

Then: 

Effort becomes lighter. 

Then: 

Effort is released. 

Then: 

Rest becomes natural. 

This is similar to learning to swim: initially there is deliberate effort and coordination, but 

eventually excessive effort is itself what makes the body sink. One learns to let the water 

support the body. 

 

7. This also explains the relationship between sādhanā and surrender 

You can think of it as: 

Sādhanā 

↓ 

Purification 

↓ 

Clarity 

↓ 

Recognition of the limits of personal effort 

↓ 

Surrender 

↓ 

Rest 

↓ 

Self-recognition 

The mistake would be to think: 

“I will practice until I force myself into the final state.” 

The wiser attitude is: 
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“I practice sincerely, while knowing that the ultimate freedom I seek cannot be 

manufactured by effort.” 

 

8. What exactly should be surrendered? 

Not necessarily the activity. 

Rather: 

Surrender the psychological strain around the activity. 

You can still: 

• meditate,  

• pray,  

• inquire,  

• work,  

• exercise,  

• solve problems,  

• care for the body,  

• pursue legitimate goals.  

But release: 

“I must make this happen through my personal power.” 

Then action can remain while doership becomes lighter. 

 

9. The deepest Advaitic rest 

Eventually, even the idea: 

“I need to attain rest” 

is seen as another thought. 

Because the Self itself is not striving. 

Thoughts may strive. 

The body may act. 

The mind may practice. 

The personality may pursue goals. 

But Awareness itself is simply present. 

Therefore the culmination is not: 
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“I have finally succeeded in resting.” 

It is: 

“I recognize that the Awareness I have always been was never struggling.” 

This is why rest is not another state to be achieved. 

It is the absence of the unnecessary struggle to become something other than what you are. 

 

Your passage can therefore be condensed into one Advaitic principle: 

Practice without force. 

Make appropriate effort without worshipping effort. 

Use sādhanā to purify and clarify the mind. 

Recognize that effort cannot manufacture the Self. 

When the effort has served its purpose, release it. 

Do not abandon action; abandon the strain of doership. 

Then rest—not as a special state to be achieved, but as the natural recognition of the 

ever-present Self. 

And this brings together almost everything we have discussed: 

Effort gives direction. 

Sādhanā prepares the mind. 

Surrender releases control. 

Rest releases striving. 

Self-knowledge reveals that the Self was never striving at all. 

 

11. There are two kinds of effort: one is right effort, and the other is reverse (or non-

deliberate) effort. Right efforts are those you must definitely undertake; only when you 

make such efforts does something happen there. That means remaining detached from 

what you cling to tightly—being untouched by the positive, negative, and neutral, by the 

good, bad, and neutral, and by the elements of earth, water, fire, and air—while holding 

firmly to the unchanging, still, unmoving Self or the space of Awareness. That is what 

right effort means. Reverse effort means you should do nothing at all. Instead, you must 

consent to, welcome, and allow whatever happens on its own to unfold. You must remain 

open enough to welcome and receive them. That means we must allow supreme 

consciousness. Then, they will naturally grow on their own. 

Yes. This passage is trying to distinguish two different movements of the seeker, and it fits 

very well with the progression we have been discussing. But I would clarify the terminology 

because “reverse effort” could easily be misunderstood as passivity. 

 

1. Right effort 

The first kind of effort is deliberate and necessary. 
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It is not primarily the effort to manipulate the external world. It is the effort to disidentify from 

what is changing and abide as what does not change. 

For example, when anger arises: 

“Anger is present, but I am not required to become anger.” 

When pleasure arises: 

“Pleasure is present, but I do not need to cling to it.” 

When pain arises: 

“Pain is present, but I need not conclude that my essential Self has become painful.” 

So the effort is: 

appearance arises → recognize it → don't cling or resist → return to Awareness. 

That is viveka + vairāgya + Self-abidance. 

 

2. “Untouched by positive, negative and neutral” 

This does not mean becoming emotionally dead. 

It means that experiences can be fully experienced without allowing them to become your 

identity. 

For example: 

Pleasant: “This is pleasant; I don't need to possess it.” 

Unpleasant: “This is unpleasant; I don't need to become its victim.” 

Neutral: “This is neutral; I don't need to manufacture excitement.” 

The same principle applies to: 

good / bad / neutral 

gain / loss 

praise / criticism 

pleasure / pain 

earth / water / fire / air 

All belong to the changing field of experience. 

The Self is the Awareness in which they appear. 

 

3. What does “holding firmly to the Self” mean? 

This should not mean mentally repeating: 

“I am Awareness... I am Awareness... I am Awareness...” 
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That can itself become effortful. 

Rather, recognize directly: 

Whatever is appearing is known. 

I am that by which it is known. 

A thought comes. 

It is known. 

A sensation comes. 

It is known. 

An emotion comes. 

It is known. 

The world is perceived. 

It is known. 

The known changes, while the fact of knowing remains. 

Rest there. 

That is what the passage means by holding to the unchanging Self. 

 

4. Then comes “reverse effort” 

This is the fascinating part. 

After appropriate effort has been made, there comes a point where further interference itself 

becomes unnecessary. 

Instead of: 

“What should I do next?” 

you move toward: 

“Let me stop interfering and see what naturally unfolds.” 

This is not laziness. 

It is non-interference. 

You allow thoughts to arise. 

You allow sensations to arise. 

You allow emotions to move. 

You allow insights to emerge. 

You allow the mind to settle naturally. 
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You don't constantly manipulate the process. 

 

5. “Welcome whatever happens” 

This needs one important qualification. 

It does not mean: 

“Everything that happens externally is good and I should never respond.” 

If someone behaves harmfully, you can establish boundaries. 

If the body is ill, you can seek treatment. 

If a practical problem requires action, you act. 

“Allowing” refers primarily to not fighting the fact that an experience has already arisen in 

consciousness. 

You can simultaneously say: 

“I allow this experience to be here.” 

and: 

“I will take appropriate action regarding it.” 

That is mature non-resistance. 

 

6. “Allow Supreme Consciousness” 

From an Advaita perspective, this phrase needs careful handling. 

Strictly speaking, you don't have to allow Consciousness to enter you. 

Consciousness is already present. 

You cannot make it more present. 

Rather: 

You stop obscuring your recognition of it. 

So instead of: 

“I must make Supreme Consciousness happen.” 

the attitude becomes: 

“I stop interfering. I allow the mind to become quiet enough for what is already present to 

be recognized.” 

This is a subtle but profound difference. 

 

http://www.darmam.com/


  
 

Art of surrender                                                      www.darmam.com                                                         Page 41 
 

7. And then “they naturally grow” 

What grows naturally? 

Depending on the context, it could refer to: 

• clarity,  

• devotion,  

• peace,  

• intuition,  

• compassion,  

• stillness,  

• discrimination,  

• receptivity,  

• insight.  

But again, these are qualities or movements within the mind. 

They are not the Self itself. 

The Self doesn't grow. 

The mind becomes more transparent to what is already present. 

This distinction is essential in Advaita. 

 

8. So the two efforts can be mapped like this 

Right effort Reverse effort 

Deliberately discriminate Stop unnecessary interference 

Notice identification Allow appearances to arise 

Return to Awareness Remain open 

Practice non-attachment Don't force non-attachment 

Examine the ego Don't fight the ego 

Perform appropriate action Release compulsive action 

Surrender the result Let the process unfold 

Effort toward clarity Effortless receptivity 

The paradox is: 
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Right effort prepares you for reverse effort. 

You cannot intelligently “do nothing” if you haven't first developed the capacity to recognize 

what needs to be released. 

 

9. This connects perfectly with your previous passage 

Earlier you quoted: 

“The very purpose of making an effort is to naturally surrender that effort.” 

Now we can see what that means. 

First: 

Effort 

“I will consciously disidentify from what is changing.” 

Then: 

Surrender 

“I don't need to keep forcing this.” 

Then: 

Non-interference 

“Let whatever arises arise.” 

Then: 

Rest 

“I remain as Awareness.” 

Finally: 

Recognition 

“Awareness was never doing anything to become itself.” 

That is the deepest meaning of the two movements. 

 

A very concise formulation 

Right effort is the deliberate effort to release identification and return to the changeless 

Awareness. Reverse effort is the subsequent relinquishment of even that deliberate 

effort, allowing the mind and life to unfold without unnecessary interference. 

Or even more simply: 
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First, consciously let go. 

Then, let go of the effort to let go. 

Remain as Awareness and allow what arises to arise. 

That is the movement from sādhana → surrender → non-interference → natural abidance. 

 

12. Therefore, do not let your effort rest prematurely. If you do so, you cannot attain 

genuine, natural rest. Keep making every effort you know; then, spontaneously, a 

moment will arrive of its own accord where, with merely a minimal effort, you will reach a 

state of being at rest in the snap of a finger. 

Yes. This passage completes the previous idea very well. It is describing why one should not 

prematurely abandon deliberate sādhana, and how sustained right effort eventually makes 

genuine rest possible. 

The key distinction is: 

Prematurely stopping effort is not the same as surrendering effort. 

 

1. What does “do not let your effort rest prematurely” mean? 

Suppose the mind is still strongly identified with: 

“I am the body.” 

“I am the doer.” 

“I must control this.” 

“I need this result to be happy.” 

And one says: 

“I will now simply rest as Awareness.” 

That may only be a concept. 

The old conditioning remains active underneath. 

So “rest” can actually become: 

“I am doing nothing because I have given up.” 

That is not the natural rest being described. 

 

2. Therefore, continue appropriate effort 

Keep practicing: 

• discrimination between Self and non-Self,  

• surrender of results,  

• observation of identification,  
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• Self-inquiry,  

• meditation,  

• devotion,  

• non-attachment,  

• appropriate action.  

But remember the purpose: 

You are not practicing to manufacture the Self. 

You are allowing the mind's habitual resistance and identification to weaken. 

 

3. Then something changes 

Initially, Self-abidance may require considerable deliberate effort: 

“A thought has arisen—let me return.” 

“An emotion has arisen—let me not identify.” 

“Fear has arisen—let me surrender it.” 

“Desire has arisen—let me observe it.” 

You repeatedly do this. 

Eventually, the mind becomes sufficiently familiar with this orientation that less effort is 

required. 

Then something that once required ten minutes may happen almost immediately. 

A thought arises: 

“I am in trouble.” 

And almost instantly: 

“This is a thought appearing in Awareness.” 

The identification loosens. 

There is rest. 

 

4. This is what “in the snap of a finger” means 

I would not interpret this literally as a supernatural ability. 

It means that the transition from identification to recognition becomes extremely 

immediate. 

Previously: 

Experience → identification → struggle → remembering → inquiry → surrender → peace 
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Later: 

Experience → recognition → rest. 

Eventually it can feel almost instantaneous. 

The practice has become natural. 

 

5. This is why effort eventually becomes effortless 

There is an important paradox: 

You make effort until effort is no longer needed. 

But you don't force yourself into effortlessness. 

Rather: 

Repeated right effort 

→ familiarity 

→ less resistance 

→ less effort required 

→ natural surrender 

→ effortless rest. 

This is similar to learning any skill: initially it requires conscious attention; eventually the 

appropriate response becomes spontaneous. 

 

6. But there is one important Advaitic refinement 

We should not conclude: 

“If I practice hard enough, eventually I will produce enlightenment.” 

That would contradict the very teaching being expressed. 

Effort can: 

• purify the mind,  

• make it steady,  

• remove habitual identification,  

• prepare it for knowledge.  

But effort does not create Brahman or manufacture the Self. 

The Self is already present. 

Thus the ultimate transition is not: 

“I worked hard and finally created Self-realization.” 
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It is: 

“Through sustained practice, the obstacles became sufficiently transparent that what 

was already present became unmistakable.” 

 

7. The progression across all the passages you've quoted 

Your passages now form a remarkably coherent sequence: 

Stage 1 — Egoic effort 

“I will solve everything myself.” 

Stage 2 — Exhaustion 

“My effort cannot control everything.” 

Stage 3 — Reluctant surrender 

“I have no choice; I leave it to the Divine.” 

Stage 4 — Mature effort 

“I will do everything appropriate without clinging to the result.” 

Stage 5 — Right effort 

“I consciously release identification and abide as Awareness.” 

Stage 6 — Reverse effort 

“I stop unnecessary interference and allow what arises to arise.” 

Stage 7 — Natural rest 

“Very little effort is needed to release identification.” 

Stage 8 — Effortless recognition 

“Awareness is already here. Nothing needs to be produced.” 

That final stage is the real significance of: 

“With merely a minimal effort, you will reach a state of being at rest in the snap of a 

finger.” 

 

The deepest formulation 

I would summarize the passage this way: 

Do not confuse premature abandonment of practice with genuine surrender. Continue 

making the appropriate effort to discriminate, inquire, surrender and release 

identification. Over time, this effort exhausts the mind's habitual tendency to cling and 

control.  
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Then the very effort that once seemed necessary becomes unnecessary. A minimal 

movement of recognition is enough for the mind to release its identification and rest 

naturally. Ultimately, even that minimal effort falls away, because one recognizes that the 

Self was never striving and never needed to be produced. 

So the goal is not permanent effort. 

And it is also not premature effortlessness. 

It is: 

Right effort → complete its purpose → surrender the effort → natural rest → effortless 

Self-abidance. 

 

13. Therefore, do not keep trying until you exhaust yourself to death. Attempt a few 

times, and if no results come, surrender immediately. 

Yes. This statement adds an important balance to the previous teaching. It may initially seem 

contradictory: 

• “Do not let your effort rest prematurely.”  

• “Do not exhaust yourself; try a few times and surrender immediately.”  

But they refer to different kinds of effort and different stages of the process. 

 

1. It does not mean “try only once” 

“Attempt a few times” means: 

Make reasonable, appropriate effort—but don't turn effort into compulsive struggle. 

For example, if a problem arises: 

1. Understand the situation.  

2. Try the appropriate solutions.  

3. Observe whether the situation responds.  

4. If further effort is merely repetition, anxiety, or force, stop and surrender.  

The point is not the numerical count of attempts. The point is recognizing when effort has 

become strain rather than intelligent action. 

 

2. Why surrender earlier? 

Suppose the mind says: 

“I tried once and it didn't work. I must try harder.” 

Then: 
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“Still nothing. I must try even harder.” 

Eventually: 

“Why isn't God helping me?” 

At that point, effort has become egoic insistence. 

The passage is saying: 

Don't wait until the ego completely collapses from exhaustion before surrendering. 

You can recognize much earlier: 

“I have done what is reasonably possible. Continuing to force this is not helping. I release it.” 

That is mature surrender. 

 

3. This resolves the apparent contradiction 

The previous statement said: 

Don't stop your sādhanā prematurely. 

This statement says: 

Don't keep forcing an individual problem until you exhaust yourself. 

These are not contradictory. 

For spiritual practice as a whole: 

Continue sincerely. 

For a particular problem: 

Make appropriate effort, then surrender rather than obsessively forcing an outcome. 

So: 

Don't abandon sādhanā. 

Don't become addicted to effort. 

 

4. What happens when you surrender immediately? 

Suppose you have a problem and make a reasonable attempt. 

Then you say: 

“I have done what I can. I offer this problem, my desired outcome, and my anxiety about 

it to the Divine.” 

Now you rest. 

If another appropriate action becomes clear later, you take it. 
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Therefore surrender does not permanently close the door to action. 

It closes the door to compulsive mental struggle. 

 

5. The deeper Advaitic interpretation 

Eventually you recognize: 

The problem belongs to the changing field. 

The effort belongs to the mind-body. 

The outcome belongs to Īśvara's order. 

Awareness remains untouched by all three. 

Then surrender becomes natural. 

You don't need to think: 

“Should I surrender now? Have I tried enough? Am I surrendering correctly?” 

Instead: 

Act where action is appropriate. 

Stop where further action is unnecessary. 

Release the outcome. 

Rest as Awareness. 

 

6. The principle behind the whole teaching 

I would formulate the passage as: 

Make enough effort to respond intelligently, but not so much that effort becomes strain. 

When reasonable effort has been made and further effort is merely an attempt to force 

reality, surrender immediately. Do not wait for exhaustion. At the same time, do not 

abandon your overall sādhana, because sustained practice gradually develops the 

capacity to recognize when effort should cease and surrender should begin. 

So the mature seeker learns both capacities: 

Persistence without strain. 

Surrender without passivity. 

And eventually: 

Effort when needed. 

Surrender when effort has reached its limit. 

Rest when nothing more needs to be done. 

That is a much more precise understanding of the relationship between effort and surrender in 

Advaita. 

 

http://www.darmam.com/


  
 

Art of surrender                                                      www.darmam.com                                                         Page 50 
 

 

14. Once you recognize that effort is turning into severe mental stress, you first become 

calm and centered, and only then proceed with the effort playfully, joyfully, and 

creatively. Explain this with an everyday life example. 

A simple everyday example is trying to fix a computer problem. 

Imagine your laptop suddenly stops connecting to the internet. You urgently need it for an 

important task. 

 

1. Effort begins normally 

You check the Wi-Fi. 

You restart the router. 

You reconnect the network. 

You check the settings. 

At this stage, your effort is intelligent and relaxed. You are simply responding to the problem. 

 

2. Effort turns into stress 

After several attempts, nothing works. 

You start thinking: 

“Why isn't this working?” 

“I have to fix this now.” 

“Something is terribly wrong.” 

“I can't afford to waste more time.” 

You repeatedly click settings, restart the computer, reconnect Wi-Fi, and check the same things 

again. 

Notice what has happened: 

The amount of useful effort has decreased, while mental effort has increased. 

You are still “trying,” but now the trying is accompanied by anxiety, frustration, and urgency. 

This is the point at which effort has become strain. 

 

3. Recognize it 

Instead of continuing automatically, you notice: 

“My effort is no longer producing clarity. It is producing stress.” 

This recognition itself is important. 
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You don't say: 

“I must stop trying forever.” 

Nor do you say: 

“I surrender, so I will do nothing.” 

You simply recognize: 

“This mode of effort is no longer intelligent.” 

 

4. Become calm and centered 

You step away for five minutes. 

Take a few slow breaths. 

Relax your shoulders. 

Drink some water. 

Perhaps you look outside for a moment. 

The problem has not necessarily disappeared. 

But your relationship to the problem has changed. 

You are no longer fighting it psychologically. 

Now the mind becomes quieter. 

 

5. Return to effort playfully and creatively 

After becoming calm, you return to the laptop. 

But instead of repeating the same frustrated actions, you think: 

“Let me approach this differently.” 

You check whether another device can connect. 

You discover that the internet works on your phone. 

Now you realize the router is probably fine and the problem is specific to the laptop. 

You search the computer's network settings. 

Perhaps you reset the network adapter. 

Perhaps you use another connection temporarily. 

Perhaps you call technical support. 

The effort has returned, but it is different. 
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It is: 

calmer → clearer → more flexible → more creative → less compulsive. 

You are still making an effort, but you are no longer psychologically fighting reality. 

 

This is the principle 

The important distinction is: 

Effort itself is not the problem. 

The problem is effort combined with psychological strain and compulsive control. 

So the sequence becomes: 

Effort → strain noticed → pause → calm → centeredness → renewed effort → creativity 

→ appropriate action. 

Or even more simply: 

Don't abandon effort; abandon strained effort. 

This is very consistent with the surrender teaching we have been discussing. 

 

In Advaitic language 

At first, the mind says: 

“I must make this happen.” 

Then stress appears. 

You notice: 

“The mind is trying to control what it cannot completely control.” 

You relax the psychological grip. 

Then appropriate action continues: 

“Let the body-mind do what is appropriate, while I do not carry the burden of being the 

ultimate controller.” 

That is effort without doership becoming psychologically heavy. 

And this is why your phrase “playfully, joyfully, and creatively” is valuable. It doesn't mean 

treating serious situations as a joke. It means that once compulsive resistance decreases, the 

mind has more freedom to explore possibilities. 

 

Another very simple example 

A child trying to build a tower with blocks may become frustrated when it keeps falling. 
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If the child becomes tense, he keeps forcing the same arrangement. 

If he relaxes, he may suddenly think: 

“What if I make the bottom wider?” 

He changes the design—and the tower works. 

The relaxation did not replace effort. 

It made better effort possible. 

That is the essence: 

When effort becomes stress, first return to inner balance. Then let action arise from 

clarity rather than compulsion. 

And at the deepest level: 

Effort belongs to the changing body-mind; Awareness does not struggle. Resting as 

Awareness allows the body-mind to act without carrying the unnecessary psychological 

burden of “I must control everything.” 

 

15. We have taken thousands of births, giving rise to countless ego-forms. It is 

impossible to dissolve all of these through sheer effort within this single lifetime. To 

check whether rice is cooked, testing a few grains is enough; there is no need to press 

every single grain. Similarly, dissolve a few good, bad, and neutral ego-forms through 

deliberate effort. Thereafter, surrender to the Supreme Being and pray for all the 

remaining forms to be dissolved. Then, the Divine incinerates all karmas through the fire 

of wisdom (jnanagni). Only then do we attain Videhamukti. 

Yes—this passage fits the effort → surrender → rest progression we have been developing, 

but a few statements need refinement if you want it to be strictly consistent with classical 

Advaita Vedānta. 

 

1. “Thousands of births have created countless ego-forms” 

At the vyāvahārika level, this is a meaningful teaching model. 

Repeated identification creates countless patterns such as: 

• “I am good.”  

• “I am bad.”  

• “I am successful.”  

• “I am a failure.”  

• “I am the doer.”  

• “I am the enjoyer.”  
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• “I am suffering.”  

• “I must control this.”  

• “I need this result.”  

You do not need to consciously identify and dissolve every individual thought or ego-pattern. 

The important point is that these are all variations of the same fundamental identification: “I 

am this limited individual.” 

So the rice analogy is very appropriate. 

You do not need to dissolve every ego-form individually. Seeing through the fundamental 

mechanism of identification is sufficient. 

 

2. “Dissolve a few good, bad and neutral ego-forms” 

This is useful as practice, but I would slightly modify the Advaitic interpretation. 

You are not really trying to destroy thousands of separate egos. 

Instead, you deliberately examine representative forms of identification: 

Ego-form Inquiry 

Good “Who is the one who feels ‘I am good’?” 

Bad “Who is the one who feels ‘I am bad’?” 

Neutral “Who is the one who claims ‘I am neither’?” 

Success “Who is the successful one?” 

Failure “Who is the failed one?” 

Pleasure “Who is the experiencer?” 

Pain “Who is the sufferer?” 

Doership “Who is the doer?” 

If the underlying “I am this limited person” identification is recognized as an appearance in 

Awareness, you have effectively tested the whole mechanism. 

This is why your analogy is strong: 

Test a few grains; understand the whole cooking process. 

 

3. “Then surrender all the remaining forms” 

This is the crucial transition. 
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Initially: 

I deliberately examine identification. 

Then: 

I recognize that I cannot mentally process every possible identification. 

Then: 

I surrender the entire unresolved remainder. 

This is not: 

“I have to finish dissolving all my ego before I can surrender.” 

Rather: 

Deliberate inquiry reveals the limitation of deliberate control; that recognition naturally 

opens into surrender. 

This connects directly with the earlier principle: 

Right effort → recognize its limit → release effort → surrender → rest. 

 

4. “Pray for the remaining forms to be dissolved” 

This is perfectly appropriate at the devotional/vyāvahārika level. 

You can pray: 

“Whatever identification remains unseen by me, may it be revealed and released. I surrender 

what I cannot presently understand or dissolve.” 

But there is an important Advaita qualification. 

The Divine does not need to travel through thousands of karmic patterns one by one and 

destroy them. 

The deeper meaning is that Self-knowledge destroys ignorance, just as light removes 

darkness. 

That is why the image of jñānāgni—the fire of knowledge—is so powerful. 

 

5. “The Divine incinerates all karmas through jñānāgni” 

This needs the most careful qualification. 

The famous Bhagavad Gītā imagery is: 

jñānāgniḥ sarva-karmāṇi bhasmasāt kurute 

“The fire of knowledge reduces all karma to ashes.” 

But classical Advaita distinguishes the three karmas: 
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• Saṃcita karma — accumulated karma  

• Prārabdha karma — karma already bearing fruit in the present embodiment  

• Āgāmi karma — karma generated through present action  

Advaita traditionally teaches that Self-knowledge destroys saṃcita and prevents āgāmi 

from binding, while prārabdha continues until the body-mind's momentum is exhausted. 

Therefore, saying: 

“The Divine incinerates all karmas, including the karma responsible for this body's remaining 

experience, and therefore the body immediately disappears” 

would not be standard Advaita. 

A more precise statement is: 

Through Self-knowledge, the accumulated karmic basis for future bondage is destroyed; 

the jñānī no longer identifies with the doer or enjoyer, while prārabdha may continue at 

the empirical level until the body falls. 

 

6. What about Videhamukti? 

Here the passage can be made very precise. 

Jīvanmukti: 

“I know myself as the Self even while this body-mind continues to appear.” 

The body may experience pleasure, pain, aging, activity, circumstances, etc., but the liberated 

one no longer regards these as defining the Self. 

Then, when the body-mind falls: 

Videhamukti: 

There is no further embodiment because the ignorance that generated identification with 

individuality has been destroyed. 

Importantly, this is not: 

“First I dissolve every ego-form, then God destroys my remaining karma, then I finally become 

Brahman.” 

From the pāramārthika standpoint, you were never separate from Brahman in the first place. 

 

The deepest meaning of your passage 

I would therefore formulate the teaching as: 

Thousands of ego-patterns may appear, but they are expressions of one fundamental 

ignorance: identification of the Self with the limited individual. 
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We do not need to fight every pattern individually. Through deliberate inquiry, we 

examine representative identifications—good, bad, and neutral—and discover that each 

is merely an appearance known by Awareness. 

Having done what deliberate effort can reasonably do, we surrender the countless 

remaining tendencies to Īśvara. We stop trying to control the entire process and rest in 

the Self. 

As Self-knowledge becomes firm, ignorance—the root of the sense of separate 

doership—is destroyed by the fire of knowledge (jñānāgni). Saṃcita karma is rendered 

powerless, āgāmi no longer binds, and prārabdha may continue at the empirical level 

until the body falls. Thus liberation is recognized as already true in the Self; Videhamukti 

is the absence of further embodiment after the fall of the body. 

 

In your “rice” analogy 

A few grains = deliberate sādhana. 

The whole pot = countless ego-patterns. 

Testing the grains = examining representative identifications. 

Recognizing the rice is cooked = recognizing the common mechanism of ego-

identification. 

Putting down the spoon = surrendering the need to control the entire process. 

Resting = abidance without compulsive effort. 

Fire of knowledge = destruction of ignorance. 

Jīvanmukti = freedom while the pot remains on the stove. 

Videhamukti = no further cooking/embodiment after the pot is removed. 

And the most important Advaitic correction is: 

You are not ultimately dissolving the Self's ego-forms. You are dissolving the mistaken 

belief that the Self is any of those forms. 

That distinction keeps your teaching very close to classical Advaita while preserving your “test 

a few grains, then surrender the rest” metaphor. 

 

16. I am neither the limited 'I' nor the limited doer. Recognizing that I am the formless, 

silent, all-pervading Awareness in which it appears, moves, changes, and dissolves—

that is what surrender truly is. Is it correct? 

Yes. The statement is essentially correct and expresses the deepest Advaitic meaning of 

surrender, with one important refinement. 

Your statement moves through three levels: 

“I am neither the limited ‘I’ nor the limited doer.” 

This is the first recognition. The body-mind, personality, thoughts, emotions, roles, and sense of 

doership are objects of knowledge. Therefore, they cannot be the ultimate Self. 
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“I am the formless, silent, all-pervading Awareness…” 

This points to the Self as Ātman/Brahman—not an individual entity located inside the body, but 

the Awareness in whose presence the body, mind, world, and all experiences are known. 

“…in which it appears, moves, changes, and dissolves.” 

This is very close to the Advaitic vision of appearance: the body, thoughts, emotions, actions, 

and world undergo change, while Awareness itself is not modified by those changes. 

 

The important refinement 

I would change “that is what surrender truly is” slightly. 

In strict Advaita, surrender is not primarily a new identity: 

“I am Awareness.” 

It is the relinquishment of the mistaken identification: 

“I am this limited individual who independently controls, owns, and experiences everything.” 

Ultimately, even the thought “I am Awareness” is a teaching device that points beyond itself. 

The Self does not need to become Awareness—it already is. 

 

So a very precise formulation would be: 

I am neither the limited “I” nor the limited doer. I am the formless, silent, all-pervading 

Awareness in whose presence the body, mind, actions, experiences, and world appear, 

move, change, and dissolve. Recognizing this and relinquishing the claim of being an 

independent doer—that is the deepest meaning of surrender. 

And this connects beautifully with your previous teaching 

 

The progression becomes: 

Effort 

→ examine the limited-I and its patterns 

Inquiry 

→ “Who is this doer?” 

Recognition 

→ the doer is itself an appearance known in Awareness 

Surrender 

→ relinquish the claim of independent doership 

Rest 

→ stop trying to control what appears 
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Self-abidance 

→ remain as the Awareness in which everything appears 

Knowledge 

→ recognize that Awareness was never bound, never acting, and never in need of liberation. 

 

So the deepest form of surrender is paradoxical: 

Initially, “I surrender my actions to God.” 

Deeper, “I surrender my doership to God.” 

Ultimately, “I recognize that the Self was never the doer.” 

That last recognition is where surrender and Advaitic Self-knowledge converge. 

 

17. Similarly, feeling that I am not a limited doer, yet regarding others as limited doers, is 

not complete surrender. True surrender exists only when one understands: 'I am not a 

limited doer, nor are others limited doers; all are inherently the formless, motionless, 

silent, all-pervading, and eternally free Self.' Is this correct? 

Yes—the central insight is correct, and it is an important extension of your previous 

statement. There is, however, one subtle Advaitic refinement. 

 

1. “I am not a limited doer” 

This is the beginning of surrender. 

You recognize: 

“The body-mind acts, thoughts arise, circumstances unfold, but the Self is not the independent 

doer.” 

That removes personal doership from one's own experience. 

But if the mind then says: 

“I am not the doer, but he is a doer, she is a doer, and they are responsible for everything,” 

then the fundamental division has not completely been examined. 

There is still an implicit assumption: 

“I am Awareness, but others are separate individuals who are independently acting.” 

That retains the basic subject-object division. 

 

2. Why seeing others differently is incomplete 

From the vyāvahārika standpoint, distinctions certainly exist: 
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• one person acts,  

• another person responds,  

• one person makes a mistake,  

• another person experiences the consequence.  

Advaita does not require us to deny these empirical distinctions. 

But from the pāramārthika standpoint, the same Awareness is the reality of all beings. 

So the deeper recognition is not merely: 

“I am not the doer.” 

but: 

“The doership I attributed to myself was never the ultimate nature of the Self, and the 

same is true of every apparent individual.” 

This is why the Upaniṣadic vision moves from individual liberation toward seeing One Reality 

appearing as many. 

 

3. One important correction to “others are not limited doers” 

I would avoid saying this in a way that denies ordinary responsibility. 

For example, if someone harms another person, Advaita does not mean: 

“Nobody did anything, therefore nobody is responsible.” 

At the empirical level, appropriate action, ethics, consequences, and dharma remain 

meaningful. 

Rather: 

Vyāvahārika: 

“Person A performed the action and must deal with its consequences.” 

Pāramārthika: 

“The Self underlying A and the Self underlying B are not two separate realities, and the Self 

itself is never the doer.” 

This two-level distinction is essential. 

 

4. Your final sentence is therefore very close 

I would refine it slightly to prevent the phrase “all are inherently the Self” from being 

misunderstood as “many individual selves all happen to possess the same quality.” 

Advaita's stronger claim is: 

There is one Self, appearing as all. 
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So I would formulate your teaching this way: 

Similarly, merely recognizing “I am not a limited doer” while continuing to regard others 

as separate, limited doers does not yet express the deepest surrender. At the empirical 

level, individuals may appear to act and experience the consequences of their actions. 

But at the ultimate level, the same Self is the reality of all. Therefore, true surrender 

culminates in the recognition: “I am not the limited doer, nor is anyone ultimately a 

limited doer. The one formless, motionless, silent, all-pervading, and eternally free Self 

alone is the reality of all.” 

 

This gives you a very beautiful progression 

First: 

“I am not the limited doer.” 

Deeper: 

“The sense of doership itself is an appearance in Awareness.” 

Still deeper: 

“The Awareness in me is not different from the Awareness in others.” 

Complete vision: 

“There is only the Self; the many apparent doers are appearances within that One 

Reality.” 

And therefore, in the deepest Advaitic sense, surrender is not merely surrendering “my” 

doership. It is the dissolution of the entire assumption of separate independent doership. 

That is a stronger and more precise expression of your teaching. 

 

18. If we are not the doers, then as per Advaita who is the real doer. 

This is one of the most important questions in Advaita, because the answer changes depending 

on whether we are speaking from the empirical (vyāvahārika) or ultimate (pāramārthika) 

standpoint. 

 

1. At the empirical level: Īśvara is the ultimate controller 

If you ask: 

“If the individual is not an independent doer, then who coordinates actions, karma, and the order 

of the universe?” 

Advaita answers through Īśvara. 
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The individual jīva does not independently control all the factors necessary for an action. Body, 

senses, prāṇa, mind, circumstances, other beings, natural laws, and karma all participate. 

So instead of: 

“I independently make everything happen.” 

the Karma-Yoga understanding is: 

“I am an instrument within Īśvara's order. I should perform the appropriate action, but I 

do not independently control the total result.” 

This is why surrender to Īśvara makes sense at the empirical level. 

 

2. But is Īśvara ultimately a separate doer? 

No. 

This is where Advaita goes deeper. 

If we say: 

“The jīva isn't the doer, but Īśvara is the real doer,” 

we have merely moved doership from one entity to another. 

From the pāramārthika standpoint, even Īśvara is not ultimately separate from Brahman. 

The Self/Brahman is: 

• actionless,  

• changeless,  

• formless,  

• untouched,  

• ever free.  

Therefore, strictly speaking: 

The ultimate Reality is not a doer. 

 

3. Then why does action appear to happen? 

This is where prakṛti/māyā becomes important. 

The Bhagavad Gītā gives a very useful empirical description: 

“All actions are performed by the guṇas of prakṛti.” 

The body acts through the body. 

The senses function through the senses. 

http://www.darmam.com/


  
 

Art of surrender                                                      www.darmam.com                                                         Page 63 
 

The mind thinks through the mind. 

Prāṇa functions through prāṇa. 

Nature operates according to its laws. 

And the entire process unfolds within Īśvara's order. 

The mistake is: 

“I, the Self, am personally performing all of this.” 

The Self is the Formless Awareness in whose presence the entire process is known. 

 

4. A useful three-level formulation 

Level “Who is the doer?” 

Individual ego “I am doing it.” → misidentification 

Vyāvahārika Actions occur through prakṛti/body-mind within Īśvara's order 

Pāramārthika No ultimate doer exists; the Self is actionless Awareness 

So there is actually no contradiction between: 

“I am not the doer.” 

and 

“Īśvara is the doer.” 

The first statement is moving away from egoic identification. 

The second is a provisional teaching that relocates the sense of independent control to 

Īśvara's order. 

The final Advaitic understanding goes beyond both: 

“There is no independent doer at all. Action appears in the realm of prakṛti; the Self is 

ever actionless.” 

 

5. This also clarifies your surrender teaching 

Initially: 

“I do everything.” 

Then Karma Yoga: 

“I am an instrument; Īśvara is the larger order. I surrender the results.” 

Then deeper inquiry: 
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“Who is this ‘I’ who claims to be the doer?” 

Finally: 

“The body-mind acts within the order of Īśvara; I, as the Self, was never the doer.” 

And this is why complete surrender and Self-knowledge ultimately meet. 

 

At the beginning, surrender sounds like: 

“O Īśvara, I surrender my actions and their results to You.” 

At the culmination, it becomes: 

“There was never a separate individual doer to surrender.” 

That is the deepest Advaitic resolution. 

 

One sentence to remember 

At the empirical level, action belongs to prakṛti and unfolds within Īśvara's order; at the 

ultimate level, the Self is neither the individual doer nor another cosmic doer—the Self is 

ever actionless Awareness. 

 

19. No sādhana can create Self-Awareness or Self-realization; it merely clears the 

accumulated dirt obscuring the truth that is already present, allowing us to abide in 

peace, rest, and surrender. By sādhana, I mean the 33.33% sādhana, the 16.66% sādhana, 

or the 99%–1% sādhana I refer to, the 112 methods outlined in the Vijñāna Bhairava 

Tantra, or the practices taught by other masters or Gurus. Is this correct? 

Yes—the central Advaitic principle is correct, but I would make two important refinements so 

that the statement is both philosophically precise and compatible with the different sādhana 

systems you mention. 

 

1. Sādhana does not create the Self 

This is fundamentally correct. 

The Self is not something newly produced by meditation, prayer, breathwork, mantra, inquiry, 

Tantra, or any other practice. 

If the Self were produced by a practice, it would be: 

• something newly created,  

• dependent on the practice,  

• subject to change,  
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• and therefore not the eternal Self.  

Instead, sādhana operates on the mind/understanding, removing ignorance, habitual 

identification, agitation, attachment, and other obstacles to recognition. 

A classic analogy is: 

Cleaning a mirror does not create your face; it allows the face already present to be 

clearly reflected. 

Likewise: 

Sādhana does not produce Self-awareness. 

Sādhana makes the mind sufficiently clear for Self-knowledge to become evident. 

 

2. One small correction: “dirt obscuring Self” 

The phrase “dirt obscuring the truth” is useful pedagogically, but technically the Self itself is 

never actually obscured. 

What is obscured is our recognition of it. 

For example: 

The sun does not become covered by clouds in its own nature; our view of the sun is obstructed 

by clouds. 

Similarly: 

Awareness is never actually covered by ignorance; ignorance obscures our recognition 

of what we already are. 

This distinction is important in Advaita. 

 

3. What exactly does sādhana transform? 

Sādhana can transform the mind, not Brahman. 

It can make the mind: 

agitated → peaceful 

reactive → balanced 

identified → discriminative 

restless → contemplative 

ego-centered → surrendered 

opaque → relatively transparent 

But the Self itself does not undergo any of these changes. 

Therefore: 
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Sādhana prepares the instrument of recognition; it does not modify the Reality that is 

recognized. 

This fits very well with your earlier effort/rest teaching. 

 

4. Your different percentages 

Here I would make an important distinction. 

Your 33.33% sādhana, 16.66% sādhana, and 99%–1% sādhana are useful within your own 

New Energy framework, but they should not be presented as percentages belonging to 

classical Advaita Vedānta. 

Similarly, the 112 methods of the Vijñāna Bhairava Tantra belong to a Śaiva-Tantric 

contemplative framework, not to classical Advaita Vedānta proper. 

The practices of various Gurus and traditions likewise arise from different philosophical and 

methodological contexts. 

Nevertheless, you can make a broader statement: 

Whatever the method—within Advaita, Yoga, Tantra, Bhakti, or another spiritual 

tradition—practice cannot manufacture the ultimate Reality. At most, it prepares the 

practitioner for recognition of what is already present. 

That is a safe and philosophically useful synthesis, provided you don't claim that all these 

traditions teach exactly the same metaphysics. 

 

5. “Allowing us to abide in peace, rest, and surrender” 

This is also good, but again needs one subtle qualification. 

Sādhana can cultivate: 

• peace,  

• steadiness,  

• surrender,  

• concentration,  

• disidentification,  

• receptivity.  

But peace itself is not the Self as a temporary mental state. 

You may experience: 

“I am very peaceful today.” 

and tomorrow: 
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“My mind is disturbed.” 

The Self has not changed. 

Therefore the deepest point is: 

Sādhana does not create a permanent peaceful state; it helps reveal that the Self is 

untouched by the changing states of the mind. 

This connects directly with your earlier teaching: 

States come and go. 

Awareness does not come and go. 

 

Your statement, refined 

I would recommend this version for your teaching material: 

No sādhana can create the Self or produce Self-realization as a newly created state. The 

Self is already ever-present as pure Awareness. Sādhana works only at the level of the 

mind: it helps remove agitation, conditioning, attachment, misidentification, and other 

obstacles that obscure our recognition of what is already true. Thus, sādhana does not 

reveal a newly created Self; it prepares the mind for the recognition of the ever-present 

Self and allows greater peace, clarity, surrender, and Self-abidance to arise naturally. 

By sādhana here I include the 33.33% sādhana, 16.66% sādhana, and 99%–1% sādhana 

described in my New Energy framework, as well as the 112 contemplative methods of the 

Vijñāna Bhairava Tantra and practices taught by other masters and Gurus. These 

methods arise from different traditions and should not be assumed to have identical 

philosophical foundations. Yet, from the standpoint of Self-recognition, none of them 

creates the ultimate Reality; they can only prepare, purify, focus, or transform the mind 

through which that Reality is recognized. 

 

The deepest formula 

Your entire teaching about effort, surrender, and rest can now be summarized very cleanly: 

Sādhana does not create the Self. 

↓ 

Sādhana prepares the mind. 

↓ 

Prepared mind recognizes what is already present. 

↓ 

Recognition weakens identification with the limited-I. 

↓ 

Doership is surrendered. 

↓ 

Compulsive effort becomes unnecessary. 

↓ 
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One rests as Awareness. 

↓ 

Eventually it is understood: 

Nothing was ever added to the Self, and nothing ever needed to be removed from the 

Self. 

That last statement is perhaps the most precise Advaitic expression of your whole framework. 

 

20. So explain the art of surrender. 

The art of surrender, especially when understood through Advaita, is not the art of giving up 

action. It is the art of giving up the psychological burden of being the independent 

controller while continuing to respond intelligently to life. 

A useful way to understand it is as a gradual movement from control → effort → recognition 

→ release → rest → Self-abidance. 

 

1. Begin by making the appropriate effort 

When a problem appears, don't immediately call it “God's will” and become passive. 

Ask: 

“What is appropriate for me to do now?” 

Then do it. 

If you are sick, seek appropriate treatment. 

If you need money, take appropriate practical steps. 

If there is a relationship problem, communicate. 

If you have a work problem, investigate and act. 

This is right effort. 

Surrender does not mean: 

“I will do nothing and God will fix everything.” 

It means: 

“I will do what is appropriate, without claiming complete control over the outcome.” 

 

2. Watch when effort becomes psychological struggle 

Initially, effort may be useful. 

But sometimes effort changes into: 

“It must happen.” 

“Why isn't it happening?” 
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“I have to make this work.” 

“I cannot accept this.” 

“What if it fails?” 

Now the physical action may be small, but the mental effort becomes enormous. 

This is the point to recognize: 

“My effort has become strain.” 

Don't condemn yourself for it. 

Simply notice it. 

 

3. Stop the unnecessary struggle—not necessarily the action 

This is a crucial part of surrender. 

You don't necessarily abandon the task. 

You abandon the compulsive psychological struggle surrounding the task. 

You may pause, breathe, become quiet, pray, walk, sit, or simply allow the mind to settle. 

You move from: 

“I must force reality to give me the result.” 

to: 

“Let me become quiet and see what is actually appropriate now.” 

 

4. Become calm and centered 

Once the mind settles, something changes. 

You can see possibilities that were invisible when you were anxious. 

The mind becomes more: 

• clear,  

• flexible,  

• creative,  

• intelligent,  

• receptive.  

Then action can continue—but now it is playful rather than compulsive. 

So surrender does not necessarily produce less action. 

It often produces better action with less psychological friction. 
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5. Surrender the result 

After doing what you reasonably can, consciously release the demand that reality must produce 

your preferred outcome. 

You can say: 

“I have done what I can. The result is not completely in my hands. I offer the result to 

Īśvara.” 

This is the heart of Karma Yoga. 

You are not surrendering responsibility. 

You are surrendering ownership of the result. 

 

6. Surrender the need to control 

This is deeper. 

Initially: 

“God, please give me this result.” 

Then: 

“God, I offer my action and its result to You.” 

Still deeper: 

“I don't need to control exactly how life unfolds.” 

You remain available for action, but you stop trying to mentally engineer every future event. 

This is where surrender becomes rest. 

 

7. Surrender the doer 

Now the inquiry becomes deeper: 

“Who is this ‘I’ who says, ‘I am making everything happen’?” 

You observe: 

• the body acts,  

• thoughts arise,  

• intentions arise,  

• emotions arise,  

• circumstances arise,  
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• decisions appear,  

• actions occur.  

All of these are known. 

Then ask: 

“What is it that knows all of this?” 

That knowing Awareness does not come and go with the particular action. 

This is where surrender moves from merely devotional surrender toward Self-knowledge. 

 

8. Finally, surrender the separate-I itself 

At the devotional level: 

“I surrender myself to Īśvara.” 

At a deeper level: 

“I surrender my doership to Īśvara.” 

At the Advaitic culmination: 

“Who is this separate self that was supposed to surrender?” 

The recognition is: 

The Self was never an independent doer. 

The body-mind functions within Īśvara's order, while the Self remains the formless, silent, 

actionless Awareness in whose presence everything appears. 

Thus surrender ultimately becomes: 

Not becoming something new, but ceasing to claim to be what you are not. 

 

The complete art of surrender 

You can therefore teach it as a seven-step movement: 

1. Problem appears 

↓ 

2. Make appropriate effort 

↓ 

3. Notice when effort becomes psychological strain 

↓ 

4. Become calm and centered 

↓ 

5. Act again with clarity, flexibility and creativity 

↓ 
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6. Surrender the result and the need to control 

↓ 

7. Inquire into the doer and rest as Awareness 

And when this matures: 

Act fully. 

Surrender completely. 

Rest naturally. 

Remain as Awareness. 

 

The deepest understanding 

Surrender is not: 

“I stop doing everything.” 

It is not: 

“I guarantee that God will give me what I want.” 

It is not: 

“I must become perfectly surrendered through enormous effort.” 

It is: 

“I will make the effort that is appropriate, but I will not carry the burden of being the 

independent controller. I will allow what I cannot control, respond to what I can, 

surrender the result, and recognize that the Self was never the struggling doer.” 

And therefore the final paradox is: 

At first, I practice surrender. 

Then I surrender my effort to surrender. 

Finally, I discover that the Self was never in need of surrender at all. 

That is the art of surrender in its deepest Advaitic sense. 

  
21. What are the advantages and disadvantages of art of surrendering? 

The art of surrendering can have profound advantages, but it also has potential disadvantages 

if it is misunderstood. In Advaita, the distinction is especially important because surrender is 

not passivity, fatalism, or abandonment of discrimination. 

 

Advantages 

1. Reduces mental stress 

Instead of constantly thinking: 
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“I must make this happen.” 

you recognize: 

“I will do what is appropriate, but I cannot control every factor or the final result.” 

This can greatly reduce anxiety and psychological pressure. 

Effort remains; unnecessary struggle decreases. 

 

2. Improves the quality of action 

When the mind is not overwhelmed by fear and compulsive control, it becomes more: 

• calm,  

• creative,  

• flexible,  

• perceptive,  

• intelligent.  

So surrender can actually make your practical effort more effective. 

Relaxation does not necessarily reduce effort; it can improve effort. 

 

3. Prevents excessive striving 

Without surrender, one can repeatedly push the same door even after it becomes clear that the 

approach is not working. 

Surrender allows you to recognize: 

“Further effort in this direction is becoming strain rather than intelligence.” 

You can pause, reassess, change strategy, or accept the situation. 

 

4. Reduces attachment to results 

You still pursue worthwhile goals, but your entire sense of happiness does not depend upon 

obtaining them. 

Success comes: 

“I accept it.” 

Failure comes: 

“I accept this too, and I will respond appropriately.” 

This is the essence of karma-yoga-like surrender. 
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5. Reduces the burden of doership 

You begin to see that no action is produced by an isolated individual alone. 

Every action depends on countless factors: 

body + mind + knowledge + circumstances + other people + nature + time + opportunity + 

karma + Īśvara's order. 

This weakens the thought: 

“Everything depends on me.” 

 

6. Makes acceptance possible 

Surrender does not necessarily make an unwanted situation disappear. 

Instead, it allows you to stop fighting the fact that it is presently happening. 

You can then ask: 

“Given that this is what is happening, what is the wisest response now?” 

This is much more powerful than mentally fighting reality. 

 

7. Deepens devotion 

At the devotional level, surrender transforms prayer. 

Instead of: 

“God, make my life exactly as I want.” 

it becomes: 

“I offer my actions, my fears, my desires, and their results to You. Guide me toward what 

is appropriate.” 

This can deepen trust and devotion. 

 

8. Supports Self-inquiry 

When you stop trying to control everything, you can investigate the controller: 

“Who is the one who wants to control everything?” 

This can lead from: 

surrender of results → surrender of control → surrender of doership → Self-inquiry → 

Self-knowledge. 
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9. Creates inner freedom 

Eventually you discover: 

“Circumstances can change without determining what I fundamentally am.” 

Pleasure comes and goes. 

Pain comes and goes. 

Success comes and goes. 

Failure comes and goes. 

Thoughts come and go. 

But Awareness is present through all of them. 

This is where surrender begins to mature into Self-abidance. 

 

Potential disadvantages and dangers 

These are not disadvantages of genuine surrender itself. They arise mainly from 

misunderstanding surrender. 

1. Surrender can become passivity 

A person may say: 

“I surrendered to God, so I don't need to do anything.” 

This is not mature surrender. 

If a problem requires action, appropriate action remains necessary. 

Surrender ≠ inactivity. 

 

2. It can become fatalism 

A person might think: 

“Whatever happens is God's will, so nothing I do matters.” 

That can destroy initiative and discrimination. 

The better attitude is: 

“I accept what has already happened, while intelligently responding to what can still be 

influenced.” 

 

3. It can become spiritual bypassing 
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Someone may use surrender to avoid difficult responsibilities. 

For example: 

“My relationship is difficult, but I surrender it to God.” 

when what is actually required is an honest conversation. 

Or: 

“I surrender my financial problem.” 

when practical financial planning is still required. 

Surrender should support appropriate action, not replace it. 

 

4. It can become disguised desire 

This is particularly subtle. 

Someone may say: 

“I surrender everything to God.” 

but internally mean: 

“God must now give me exactly what I want.” 

That is not complete surrender. 

It is an attempt to use surrender as a technique for controlling the outcome. 

 

5. It can produce learned helplessness 

If surrender is misunderstood as: 

“Nothing is in my hands.” 

a person may stop taking responsibility even for things that genuinely are within their capacity. 

Advaita does not require this. 

The correct discrimination is: 

What is within my sphere of action? → Act. 

What is not within my control? → Release. 

 

6. It can become an excuse for poor decisions 

“Whatever happens is God's will” should never replace viveka, discrimination. 

If there is danger, seek safety. 

If there is illness, seek appropriate care. 
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If there is injustice, take appropriate action. 

If there is a mistake, correct it. 

Surrender does not mean abandoning intelligence. 

 

7. It can become another ego identity 

This is a very subtle spiritual trap: 

“I am completely surrendered.” 

Now the ego has simply acquired a new identity. 

Instead of: 

“I am very powerful.” 

it becomes: 

“I am the most surrendered person.” 

The ego can appropriate even surrender. 

Therefore, genuine surrender becomes progressively less self-conscious. 

 

8. It can become attachment to a peaceful state 

Someone may experience deep peace after surrender and then think: 

“I must maintain this peaceful state permanently.” 

Now the attempt to preserve peace becomes another form of control. 

Advaita goes further: 

Peace is a state of mind; Awareness is present whether the mind is peaceful or 

disturbed. 

 

The balanced approach 

The safest formulation is: 

Without surrender Mature surrender 

“I must control everything.” “I will do what is appropriate.” 

“The result must be what I want.” “I release the result.” 

“Failure means I failed.” “I learn and respond.” 
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Without surrender Mature surrender 

“I must force reality.” “I cooperate with reality.” 

“I should do nothing.” “I act where action is appropriate.” 

“Everything is predetermined.” “I accept what is beyond control and act where I can.” 

“I am the doer.” “I am not the independent controller.” 

“I need a peaceful state.” “I remain as Awareness through changing states.” 

 

The ideal formula 

Use effort where effort is appropriate. 

Use discrimination where discrimination is necessary. 

Use surrender where control ends. 

Use acceptance for what has already occurred. 

Use Self-inquiry to investigate the doer. 

Then rest without abandoning intelligent action. 

So the greatest advantage of surrender is freedom from the psychological burden of trying to 

control what cannot be controlled. 

And the greatest danger is mistaking surrender for passivity, fatalism, or avoidance of 

responsibility. 

In its deepest Advaitic form: 

Surrender does not make you less capable of acting. It removes the unnecessary burden 

of believing that your limited ego must control the entire universe. 
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